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Story ideas for print and broadcast media 
UD RESEARCHER: "TV FAMILIES ARE HEALTHIER THAN YOU'D THINK" 
Can the so-called decay of the American family be blamed on 
television? 
Not according to Thomas Skill, an associate professor of communication 
at the University of Dayton who believes that "Overall, the state of family 
relations on TV is a healthier portrayal than the common wisdom might 
suggest." Skill's research, which recently earned national recognition in 
the mass communication category from the Speech Communication Association, 
has shown that families on prime-time television spend nearly twice as much 
time resolving conflict as they do escalating conflict. 
Skill, UD colleague Samuel Wallace and Mary Cassata of the State 
University of New York at Buffalo analyzed 63 prime-time episodes from 25 
different programs chosen at random over a three-week period. They studied 
the dialogue on programs such as "The Cosby Show," "Kate and Allie" and 
"Dallas" for conflict-escalating, conflict-resolving and neutral 
statements. Conflict-escalating acts were classified as disparaging or 
demanding remarks, while conflict-resolving acts included reasoning and 
expressing concern. 
The findings: 
* Conflict-resolving acts occurred almost twice as often as conflict-
escalating acts. Intact families--such as the Cosbys--were least likely to 
escalate conflict while mixed families like those found on prime-time soap 
operas "Dallas" or "Knots Landing" were most likely to do so. 
* Mothers in intact families were most likely to resolve conflict, 
while brothers were most often guilty of escalating conflict. "While in 
many instances the attack is played for humor, the result seems to convey 
the message that humor among siblings is to be gained at the expense of the 
other," the researchers said. 
* Single parents who head non-intact families--the family setting 
portrayed on "Kate and Allie"--are more likely to display conflict 
escalation behaviors than parents in intact families, but the researchers 
remarked that "parents in intact settings have the 'luxury' of splitting 
those behaviors that tend to escalate conflict." 
Noting that all types of TV families place greater emphasis on con-
flict-resolving strategies, the professors added, "It gives us hope that 
the lessons about family interactions which the audience might assimilate 
may be those which reinforce family lues of love, trust and harmony." 
For media interviews, contact Skill after Jan. 28 at 
(513) 229-2037. 
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